
2019-2020 IMPACT REPORT
New and Significant Conservation Targets: Protecting 30% by 2030
Let me begin by thanking you for standing with us for another year as we continue the fight to 
protect and restore Canada’s unmatched and irreplaceable wilderness.

Our 2019-2020 year began with the affirmation of our CPAWS All in for Nature pledge to double 
what we are able to raise to support our efforts in public land and ocean conservation in Canada 
over the next decade and to triple our supporter base. Our unwavering determination is inspired by 
the science that demonstrates that protection and restoration of nature is essential for stemming 
the impact of climate change and biodiversity loss.
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Over the course of this reporting period, Canada surpassed its 10% target for the protection of oceans – an 
admirable and essential achievement, as encouraged in our 2019 ocean report. While Canada continues to 
progress toward its target of 17% by 2020 for the protection of land and freshwater, the federal government 
made new and significant conservation targets of 25% by 2025 and 30% by 2030. 

Securing these targets has been and will continue to be core to our mission at CPAWS. 

As a fall 2019 election loomed, CPAWS was steadfast in its non-partisan advocacy for nature conservation as a 
key component of all party platforms. The same was true for commitments to protecting and restoring nature as 
Parliament resumed with a minority government. 

It was inspiring to see, and influential to share, polling data from the International Boreal Conservation 
Campaign that showed that nine out of 10 Canadians support the commitment to protect nature and invest in 
Indigenous protected areas.  

CPAWS and our nearly 200,000 supporters have a lot to be proud of. 

Our efforts – our annual conservation reports detailing Canada’s progress and encouraging further action, 
our ongoing regional conservation and protected areas campaigns, and our collaborative efforts with other 
organizations, such as the Green Budget Coalition – all contributed to helping Canada take steps to protect 
and restore more of our cherished land and ocean over the last year and to adopt ambitious new targets for the 
years to come.

There is still much to do! 

Our February 2020 report, Government investments bring Canada closer to conservation goals, provided an 
in-depth look at the success of the conservation efforts funded through the federal government’s $175-million 
Challenge Fund. It also illustrated that greater investment is needed to have a significant and long-standing 
impact.

Our July 2019 annual parks report, Canada’s Nature Emergency: Scaling up solutions for land and freshwater, 
focused on highlighting the biodiversity crisis in Canada and how protected areas are one of the best solutions. 

And our first-ever climate report released in August 2019, Finding Common Ground: Six steps for tackling 
climate change and biodiversity loss in Canada, provided clear steps the federal government can take to 
address climate change by addressing emissions from land disturbance due to industrial activity.

CPAWS does what it does because of the generous support we receive from our donors, volunteers, and 
partners. We thank you for making our successes possible. I look forward to keeping you informed on our 
progress as we forge ahead.

 

Yours in conservation, 

Sandra Schwartz 
National Executive Director



led marches for climate action recognizing that our future, that 
of nature, and our planet, lay in the hands of the decisions that 
governments make today. CPAWS was there, marching alongside 
Canadians, young and old, from coast to coast to coast, asking for 
a better tomorrow.

To help guide the way forward, in August 2019 we released our 
first-ever report on climate change and the benefits of nature-
based solutions to mitigate the impacts of climate change. 
The report provided a high-level roadmap for policy makers to 
harness ecosystem conservation and deliver win-win climate and 
biodiversity benefits by 2030. 

In February 2020, we went from strategy to action by co-hosting the 
Nature-Based Climate Solutions Summit in Ottawa. With 12 partner 
organizations, CPAWS brought together 450 thought leaders 
on climate change and biodiversity policy to collaborate on the 
roadmap for implementing nature-based climate solutions.

Summit participants came from across Canada and sectors – 
government, Indigenous leadership, conservation and climate 
non-profits, foundations, farmers, labour unions representatives, 
industry associations, and more. They explored nature-based 
climate solutions from different angles, digging deeper on the 
role of Canadian ecosystems – forests, wetlands, grasslands and 
the ocean – in addressing climate change. They shared insights 
on approaches for implementing nature-based climate solutions, 
such as carbon pricing, forest management regulations, protected 
areas, ecosystem adaptation and restoration and Indigenous-led 
solutions. The result was a demonstration of widespread support 
for bold government investment and action on nature-based 
solutions to climate change. 

We were thrilled in December 2019 when Canada’s government 
confirmed its commitment to protecting 25% of Canada’s land and 
ocean by 2025 and 30% by 2030, and also to implementing nature-
based climate solutions. 

Our work is far from finished, but momentum is building. Our voices 
are being heard and change is coming. CPAWS remains focused, 
today more than ever, on ensuring that the government’s bold and 
necessary commitments result in concrete action to deal with the 
current nature emergency. 

We will continue to work with decision makers, knowledge brokers 
and traditional guardians of the land to protect and restore the 
biodiversity of Canada’s magnificent natural heritage.

Laura Colella 
Chair and President, National Board of Trustees

Protecting and Restoring Nature in Canada

At the close of my inaugural year as 
CPAWS President, I am encouraged 
by the progress CPAWS, with our 13 
chapters across the country, are making 
in the protection and restoration of 
nature in Canada and I am motivated by 
the pressing need to do more.

Looking back, across our country 
and around the world, we saw youth-

HIGHLIGHTS

Conservation highlights from an 
inspiring year! (April 1, 2019 - March 31, 2020) 

In April 2019, CPAWS declared that we’re All in for 
Nature at the Nature Champion Summit held in 
Montreal, Quebec. If we want fresh air, clean water, and 
safe environments to live in, this scale of conservation 
action is what nature champions need to be advocating 
for! And this work is well underway.

After labouring for many years to ensure the future of sea 
pens, sharks and turtles as well as more than 20 species 
of whales and other creatures, CPAWS celebrated the 
final designation of the Laurentian Channel Marine 
Protected Area (MPA), a rich ocean area off the 
southern Newfoundland coast, and the government’s 
intention to prohibit oil and gas activities. 

Additionally, Canada successfully met – and 
significantly surpassed – its commitment to protect 
10% of its ocean territory. This achievement was made 
following the announcement of interim protection for the 
Tuvaijuittuq Marine Protected Area in the High Arctic 
Basin of Nunavut, which covers 5.55% of Canada’s 
ocean territory. Since 2015, Canada has increased its 
ocean protection from just over 1% to an incredible 
13.82%!

On land we saw new properties acquired for the Blue 
Mountain-Birch Cove Lakes wilderness park in Nova 
Scotia, more than doubling the amount of existing land 
in the park. The additional 135 hectares of property help 
buffer the provincial protected wilderness area from 
the encroachment of suburban sprawl and provide key 
local access points for people to enjoy the spectacular 
wilderness. 

Photo: Canadian High Arctic. Source: Adobe Stock.

Photo: Birch Cove Lakes. Source: Irwin Barrett



ASSETS       
Current
 Cash and Cash Equivalents  5,933,662 3,456,036
  Guaranteed investment certificates  106,564 113,254
 Accounts Receivable  547,513 370,810
  Accounts receivable from  
    controlled foundation  26,036 -
  Investments  502,304 626,073 
  Prepaid Supplies, expenses and deposits  52,411 38,131
   7,168,490 4,580,905
Long-term assets
  Investment in susidiary  1,456,204 1,670,292
  Note receivable  1,914,995 1,938,394

Capital assets  372,962 16,677
Subtotal  10,912,651 8,206,268

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
Current
 Accounts payable and accrued liabilities  366,865 204,963
 Deferred contributions  3,670,084 3,031,518
 Transfers payable to regional chapters  1,514,951 737,881
 Transfers payable to the controlled Foundation  - 480
  Subtotal  5,551,900 3,974,842
  Deferred contributions related to capital assets  - -
  Subtotal  5,551,900 3,974,842
  Deferred lease incentives  - -

NET ASSETS 
 Unrestricted net assets  1,009,235 416,179 
 Invested in capital assets  372,962 16,677 
  Reserve fund  498,706 389,655
  Endowment—Now & Forever Wild Fund  3,479,848 3,399,915
Subtotal   5,360,751 4,231,426

TOTAL   10,912,651 8,206,267 

* For the year ended March 31, 2020.

To view the full financial statements, please visit cpaws.org/about/about-cpaws/financials/

FINANCIAL FITNESS
2020      2019

In August we celebrated two long-awaited and monumental 
announcements, each of which set precedents on how 
conservation and Indigenous stewardship work hand in hand:

For over a decade CPAWS 
worked with the Łutsël K’é Dene 
First Nation on the protection 
of Thaidene Nëne, or the Land 
of the Ancestors, an important 
part of the Northwest Territories. 
The total area, encompassing 
26,376 km2, is protected in a 
partnership between the Łutsël 

K’é Denesołine and the Governments of the Northwest Territories 
and Canada. CPAWS is proud to have supported this innovative 
approach to conservation in Canada.

Photo: Former federal Environment Minister 
Catherine McKenna with Chief Darryl Boucher-
Marlowe of the Łutsël K’é Dene First Nation. 
Source: LandoftheAncestors.com

We also saw the culmination of a 
30-year campaign highlighting the 
cultural and ecological value of the 
Peel Watershed in the Yukon with the 
formal signing of the Peel Watershed 
Regional Land Use Plan. In total, 
55,858 km2 will be protected in the 
Peel Watershed region, roughly the 
same size as Nova Scotia! The focus 

Photo: Chief Simon Mervyn of the First 
Nation of Na-Cho Nyak Dun, one of 
the First Nations Chiefs attedning this 
historic event. Source: CPAWS Yukon.

on conserving spaces with ecological and cultural values and 
having joint decision-making between First Nations and the Yukon 
Government sets an important benchmark for future land use 
plans in the Yukon. 

As the year neared its close, CPAWS celebrated the withdrawal 
of Teck Resources’ application for the Frontier oil sands mine 
in Alberta. The proposed mine would have removed thousands 
of hectares of wetland and old-growth boreal habitat and 
threathened the ecological integrity of Wood Buffalo National Park 
and the Peace-Athabasca Delta, one of the largest freshwater 
inland deltas.

As we head into another year, we hope you’ll renew your support 
and continue to stand with us as a voice for nature to protect 
Canada’s wild spaces and its inhabitants. THANK YOU!

Photo: Aerial view of Wood Buffalo National Park. Source: CPAWS Northern Alberta.

How CPAWS  
is funded

INCOME:  $11,234,329

Conservation 
Programs:  

74%

Operations: 14%

Conservation  
Awareness: 5%

Membership and  
Development: 6%

Individual:  
22%

Corporate: 2%

Foundation:  
57%

Government: 14%
Other: 6%

How your 
donation is used

EXPENDITURES: 
$9,941,119



INDIVIDUALS
Martha Ainslie
Robert Alvo
Rita E. Anderson
Susan Archibald
Sue Barth
Keith Beckley
Diana L. Belhouse
Steve Bews
John M. Bishop
John Blachford
Malkolm Boothroyd
Francois Bourgault and 
   Lisa Bourgault
Katharine Bradshaw
Sharon Brazier
Allan Bronsro
Bruce and Claudia Burns
Ken W. Campbell and 
   Janet Campbell
Mike Campbell
John Carlyle
Norene L. Carr
Richard Carson
Dr. Vincent Castellucci and 
   Dr. Lise Bernier
Dr. Nicolas Chagnon
Karla Charlton
Dianne Chisholm
Ron Clark
Catharine Clayton
Donald R. Comstock
Dr. Matthew Cooper
Bob and Gayle Cronin
Luke Crosby
Kelsey Currie
Judith R. Davidson
Julie Davidson
Brian Dawson
Rosanne Dawson
Sophie DeCorwin
Suzanne Denis
Jim Donohue
Dr. Mary Jean Duncan
Janet Duval
James and Rebecca Ehnes
Victor Elderton
James E. Ellis
Susan Ellis and Joseph Ellis
Hannah Evans
Tom Fath
Lorne Fitch
David P. Flathman
Peter T. Garstang
John Gartner and 
   Loretta Kampeas
John Grandy and Meg Salter
Bill and Nancy Gray
John and Patricia Gray
Dr. Lawrie Groves
Alison Hackney
Laurie G. Hammond
Sarah Hammond
Robinne J. Harcoff
Catherine A. Hardie
Dr. Hinrich Harries
Barbara Hauck
J.B. and Elizabeth Haworth
Jacqueline Heard
Ole Q. Hendrickson
Dr. Doris Hessenthaler
David and Wendy Hibbard
Verna J. Higgins
Helen Hoeve
Geraldine Hollett
Julie Holmes
Geoff Horton
Ernest Howard

Oscar Jacobs
Gordon James
Sabine Jessen
Dr. Marianne Johnson
Dave Jones
Ellen M. Jones
Anthony and Karen Jordan
Arne Joris
Oliver Kent and 
   Martine Jaworski
Ken Kingdon and Rae Kingdon
Joanne Klimiuk
Robin W. Korthals and 
   Janet Charlton
Valarie Koziol
Lori Labatt
Brian LaDuke
David Lang and Sally Lang
Peter and Terry Leggat
Wayne Liebau
Erik Lockeberg
Alex Lothian
Joel Luet
Laura MacFeeters
Rob and Lori Macintosh
Marlene P. MacKenzie
Adam Maki
Caroline Mariano
Julia Marmont
Theodore and Connie Marras
Ryan Matheson
Chet Matthews
Donna Mayor
Sheila and  David McCracken
Melverine McCulloch
D. Colin McGregor
Catherine and 
   William S. McLean
Donald S. McMurtry
Robert Mee
Darrell J. Metka
David and Noela Moffit
Lavinia Mohr
Cheryl Molland
Fred and Jean Mooi
Sandra Mooibroek
Mr. Robert P. Morgan
Ken Murray
Rosemary Nation
Susan Naylor
Philip Nykyforuk
Roberta Olenick
Derek Olive
Charles Ormrod
John Edwards and 
   Sherrill Owen
Janice Palmer
Mark Patton
Paul Pearlman and 
   Stephanie Soulsby
G. Wayne Pepper and 
   Carolyn Pepper
Dennis Perry and Susan Drury
Wes Peters and Pamela Wright
Alan Philip
Brian and Diane Pinch
Nicholas Poppenk
Dr. Alison Prentice
Mary Pushie
Dr. Saba Qayyum
Paul Ramsden
Ernest Redfern
Hugh Richter and 
   Gillian A. Holland
Keith and Susan Rogers
Lisa Rogers
Justin Ross
Mark Ross

Dr. Stephen Roth
Dan Russell
Eve Ruttle
Mme. Diane Sabourin
Adolf Saenger
Christopher Powers and 
   Joan M. Sametz
Lea A. Sanderson
Kathy Scalzo
Richard Schneider
Duncan Scholtz
Tuula Schroderus
Bruce Shaw
Doug Shaw
Jean Simpson
Steve Sims and  Laura Cleary
Dr. David S. Sinclair
Jennifer Smith
Jon Snipper
Sandra Sokoloski
Wendy A. Southall
Esther Speck
Rodger Spring
Norm Stacey and
   Mary Hurlburt
Francis Steffler
Dr. Joan Stelling and 
   Dr. Sara R. Frisch
Andrea and Michael Stewart
James and Barbara Stewart
Patricia Strickland
Dr. Beverley Tamboline
Allan Taylor
Patrick Terwoord
Laurel Thompson
David G. Thomson
Sheila C. Thomson
Richard Townell and
   Lorna Townell
Lynne Tyler
Stephen Vida
Susan J. Weedon
Jutta Wiemers
Audrey E. Wilson
Edward Wilson-Ewing
Joshua Wolfe
Alison and Stephen Woodley
Dr. Boris Worm
David Wright and Gail E. Wylie
Peter L. Wright
Terence Wuerz and 
   Jacquelyn Dirks
Loudon Young

BEQUESTS
Estate of R.J. Corby
Estate of Doris Davy
Estate of Joanne Maria Klauer
Estate of Ruth Jessie Masters
Estate of Patricia 
   Shirley Parnell
Estate of Juri Peepre
Estate of Ruth E. Styles
Estate of Patricia Anne Thomas
Estate of Barbara 
   Doris Vengshoel
Estate of Edna Yellowlees

BUSINESSES
2075740 Ontario Limited
2089373 Ontario Inc.
535865 Yukon Inc.
Abundance Canada
Air Liquide Canada Inc.
Arc’teryx
Chapmans
Dr. Christiaan Avenant Inc

Equs Rea Ltd. - Operation 
   Round Up
Findlay Beith
Geomatics Data 
   Management Inc
Groupe Gsoft Inc.
Hardpressed Print Studio Inc.
IBM Canada Ltd.
INTEGA IT Inc.
Keen Canada Outdoor Inc.
Link Charity Canada Inc.
MEC
Modo Yoga Winnipeg
New Roots Herbal Inc.
North Face Explore Fund
Ontario Power Generation Inc.
Orbis Investment 
   Management Limited
Patagonia
Simons
The Body Shop Canada LTD.
Timberwolf Tours Limited
United Way Prescott-Russell, 
   Ottawa, Lanark & Renfrew
VF Services Inc.
Wild Life Distillery Inc.

ORGANIZATIONS
Ducks Unlimited Canada
Eco Canada
Friends of Canadian 
   Wilderness Society
Nature Canada
United Way East Ontario
Oceans North
Yellowstone To Yukon 
   Conservation Initiative Society

GOVERNMENT
Department of Fisheries and 
   Oceans Canada
Environment and Climate 
   Change Canada
Employment and Social 
   Development Canada - 
   Canada Service Corps
Provincial Employees 
   Community Service Fund

FOUNDATIONS
444S Foundation
Abundance Canada
Alberta EcoTrust Foundation
Alpema Foundation
Aqueduct Foundation
BENEFACTION
Boje Family Fund at the 
   Calgary Foundation
Canada and Mexico Protected 
   Areas Fund of the Resources 
   Legacy Fund
Canada Gives
Canadian Online Giving 
   Foundation
Chimp Foundation
Community Foundation for 
   Kingston & Area
Community Foundation of 
   Medicine Hat & Southeastern 
   Alberta
Donner Canadian Foundation
Echo Foundation/
   Fondation Écho
Edmonton Community 
   Foundation
Fall Line Initiatives Fund
GiftPact Foundation Inc.

Gordon and Betty Moore 
   Foundation
Horace W. Goldsmith 
   Foundation
Jack MacKenzie Charitable 
   Foundation
James and Phillippa Kerr Fund
Jewish Community Foundation 
   of Montreal
La Fondation de la faune du 
   Québec
Leacross Foundation
LeVan Family Foundation of 
   the Oakville Community 
   Foundation
MakeWay Foundation
Mira and Mark Shnier Fund 
   at the Jewish Foundation of 
   Greater Toronto
Murray and Margaret Sihvon 
   Fund of the Community 
   Foundation of Medicine Hat 
   and Southeastern Alberta
Pamela and Zygmunt 
   Kafarowski Foundation
Perlette Fund of the Calgary 
   Foundation
Private Giving Foundation
Raschkowan Foundation
Raymond James Canada 
   Foundation
RBC Foundation
RLS Charitable Giving Fund of 
   Fiera Capital Foundation
Sitka Foundation
Strategic Charitable Giving 
   Foundation
Terry Chadder Foundation
T/Gear Foundation
TD Friends of the Environment 
   Foundation - Quebec
The Annual Foundation
The Bill and Jean Somerville 
   Foundation
The Calgary Foundation
Foundation for CPAW 
   Endowment Fund at the 
   Toronto Foundation
The Charitable Gift Funds 
   Canada Foundation
The Chawkers Foundation
The Consecon Foundation
The Conservation Alliance
The Fanwood Foundation
The Gosling Foundation
The J.W. McConnell Family 
   Foundation
The Maja Foundation
The McLean Foundation
The Mireille and Murray 
   Steinberg Family Foundation
The Pew Charitable Trusts
The Schad Foundation
The UK Online Giving 
   Foundation
The W. Garfield Weston 
   Foundation
The Winnipeg Foundation
Tides Foundation
Toronto Foundation
United Jewish Foundation of 
   Greater Toronto
Vancouver Foundation
Wilburforce Foundation
Willow Grove Foundation
Yvon Chouinard Fund
Winkler Family Foundation
Wyss Foundation

HONOURING OUR DONORS  Thank you to those individuals, foundations, businesses, and organizations  
that demonstrated their leadership in our 2019-2020 fiscal year with gifts of $1,000 or more to CPAWS.


