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National Board of Trustees
Julie davidson, Vice President (bC) 
Susan Ellis (Prairies)
Tim Gray, Chair, Conservation Committee (ON)  
Lorne Johnson (ON)
Oliver Kent, President
david Lang, Treasurer (ON)  
Philippa Lawson (ON)
Marie-Eve Marchand (QC)
Stephen Mayor (Northern Ab)
Raymond J. Plourde (NS)   
Wayne Sawchuk (Northern bC)
Evan Sorestad, Secretary (SK) 
Sherri Watson, Past President
Tracey Williams (NWT)
Peigi Wilson (ON)
david Wright, Chair, Engagement Committee (Mb)

 
Trustees Emeritus
Stephanie Cairns  
Al davidson
Phil dearden
Gordon Nelson
bob Peart

 
Chapter Executive Directors
Mike Dehn, Yukon
Kris Brekke, NWT
Chloe O’Loughlin*, bC
Anne-Marie Syslak, Southern Alberta
Katherine Thompson, Northern Alberta
Gord Vaadeland, Saskatchewan
Ron Thiessen, Manitoba
Janet Sumner, Wildlands League
John McDonnell, Ottawa Valley,
Sophie Paradis* and Patrick Nadeau, Quebec
Roberta Clowater, New brunswick
Judith Cabrita, Nova Scotia
Suzanne Dooley and Tanya Edwards, Newfoundland and Labrador

 
National Staff
Éric Hébert-Daly, National Executive director
Alison Woodley, National Conservation director
Ellen Adelberg, director of Communications & Marketing
Andrée Charlebois, Executive Assistant
Lyla Cho-Kee, financial Manager
Ursula Dechnik, donor database Manager
Vicki DiMillo, donor Relations Manager
Kailash Dongol, financial Manager
Chris Henschel, National boreal Manager
Sabine Jessen, National Manager, Oceans & Great freshwater Lakes Program
Chris Miller, National Conservation biologist
Sue Novotny, Communications Manager
Aran O’Carroll, LLb**: National Manager, Legislative and Regulatory Affairs
Holly Postlethwaite, National Public Relations Coordinator 
Jill Sturdy, National Conservation & Outreach Coordinator
Ashley Windsor, foundations & Chapter Relations Manager

*former
** On long-term leave



ANNUAL REPORT, 2010-2011 3

Letter from the National 
Executive Director
Each year, when CPAWS staff gather from across Canada to plan 
our work and identify the most salient conservation opportunities, 
I’m reminded what a fantastic team of conservationists we have 
across Canada. They work hard, understand their local circum-
stances and the strategies that will work and those that won’t. I 
often think that this is our secret weapon and what sets us apart 
from so many organizations that don’t have a network of people 
working ‘on the ground’.

but we have other amazing assets too: we’re a diverse team from a variety of differ-
ent backgrounds who can help share and leverage our experience and knowledge 
with each other across the country. I recently calculated that we have almost 500 
years of collective experience within our staff team and hundreds more on our 
volunteer boards.

It’s no wonder that people are sometimes surprised by our success and our cost-
effectiveness. Compared to conservationists south of the border who struggle to 
purchase what remaining private land is available for preservation, the opportunity 
in Canada is huge: over 90%  is public land, we have enormous amounts of intact 
wilderness that costs only pennies an acre to conserve.

Thank you for the confidence you place in us. Our goal of protecting at least half of
Canada’s wilderness is still as bold—and as possible—as it was the day we first 
imagined it.

Éric Hébert-daly
National Executive director
Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society
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COVER: Grizzly Bear, first Light photos
FACING: Grizzly Tracks, david Nunuk
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Protecting Canada’s Boreal

PLEdGE TO PROTECT 50% Of NORTHERN QUEbEC
We welcomed Quebec Premier Jean Charest’s commitment to balancing development 
and conservation in the sustainable development of the province.  CPAWS (SNAP) Que-
bec sits on the Partner’s Advisory Group for Quebec’s Plan Nord, representing environ-
mental protection interests.  

ONTARIO HYdRO LINE REROUTEd 
TO PROTECT CARIbOU HAbITAT
following a campaign by CPAWS Wildlands League that saw nearly 1,700 letters writ-
ten to the Ontario Environment Minister, the government agreed to  avoid fragmenting 
healthy intact boreal forests and habitat for threatened caribou populations, and re-route 
a new transmission line in northwestern Ontario along existing roads and infrastructure. 

CANAdIAN bOREAL fOREST  
AGREEMENT PROGRESSES
CPAWS representatives are playing key roles across the country in negotiations with com-
pany members of the forest Products Association of Canada (fPAC) to create world-
leading sustainable forest management practices and plan for conservation of boreal 
woodland caribou’s critical habitat within the 70 million hectares to which the agreement 
applies.

Hikers in NWT’s Boreal forest 
James Pilkington

Chris Henschel is CPAWS’ 

National boreal Program Man-

ager. He is coordinating CPAWS’ 

work on the CbfA across Can-

ada. Chris has a Masters degree 

in forestry from the University 

of Toronto, and over a decade of experience in 

private and public sector forest policy. 

Woodland caribou populations and 
the health of the Boreal are linked.  
Ron Thiessen
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Conserving Canada’s Eastern 
Woodlands

NOVA SCOTIA ACQUIRES  
IMPORTANT PRIVATE LANdS
With encouragement and advice from CPAWS, the Nova Scotia government has ac-
quired a number of very significant properties important for conservation in the past 
year , including old-growth hemlock forest, tidal salt marsh and mudflat habitat on the 
bay of fundy, a lakeshore property on the upper Tusket River system, and land adjacent 
the Ship Harbour Long Lake Wilderness Area.

NOVA SCOTIA REdUCES CLEARCUTTING
After years of recommendations, we welcomed the Nova Scotia government’s plan 
last fall to reduce the allowable amount of clearcutting in Nova Scotia by 50% within 
five years. CPAWS is closely monitoring the government plans for achieving its target, 
and is calling on the province to provide annual progress reports and enshrine the new 
targets in law.

CPAWS QUEbEC PROVIdES TOP-LEVEL  
AdVICE ON bIOdIVERSITY 
CPAWS (SNAP) Quebec’s Executive director Patrick Nadeau now sits on a conserva-
tion committee of top environmental experts to advise the government on conserving 
Quebec’s biodiversity. The group recommends the necessary actions needed to con-
serve Quebec’s biodiversity and ecological resources. With the premier’s 2010 commit-
ment to protect 50% of the province’s northern boreal, the group’s input should lead to 
conservation wins for future generations.

Chris Miller, one of 

CPAWS’ conservation special-

ists, is a strong advocate for 

wilderness protection in Nova 

Scotia and across Canada. He 

works to create new protected  

areas and improve forestry practices. Chris has 

a Ph.d. from the University of Waterloo and 

is affiliated with the faculty of Management at 

dalhousie University.

Ship Harbour Long Lake, Nova Scotia.  
Irwin barrett
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Connecting the Yellowstone to 
Yukon wildlife corridor

GRIzzLY LISTEd AS SPECIES AT RISK IN ALbERTA
following years of work by CPAWS Southern and Northern Alberta chapters and other 
provincial conservation groups, the Alberta government has designated grizzly bears as 
a threatened species. The designation is based on research and input from stakeholders, 
and will help the provincial population to recover.

YUKON’S PEEL WATERSHEd  
RECOMMENdEd fOR PROTECTION
following a year of repeated calls from CPAWS to supporters for public response to 
the draft land use plan for the Peel, the final recommended plan released in summer 
2011 calls for 80% protection—a strong endorsement for conservation of this  ex-
traordinary wilderness landscape. This sets the stage for a final government decision 
expected in 2012.

Mike Dehn is CPAWS’ Yukon 

Chapter Executive director, 

leading the campaign to protect 

the Peel watershed. Mike is a 

longtime Yukon resident with 

advanced degrees in economics 

and biology, and a love of hunting, fishing and the 

back country. He has built strong relationships 

with with local first Nations in the Peel.

Canoeists on the Snake River, Yukon 
Peter Mather
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Speaking out for Canada’s 
threatened ocean ecosystems

bRITISH COLUMbIA’S SPONGE REEfS  
CLOSER TO PROTECTION
After years of campaigning, CPAWS celebrated a major step towards the long-awaited 
protection of b.C.’s extremely fragile Glass Sponge Reefs when the federal government 
declared them an “Area of Interest” for a future Marine Protected Area.  Canada’s Pa-
cific coastal waters are home to the only known living glass sponge reefs in the world. 
CPAWS is now ensuring that the marine protected area will have strong enough rules to 
protect the reefs from dangers such as bottom trawling in adjacent waters.

dRILLING MORATORIUM ON  
NOVA SCOTIA’S GEORGES bANK
In May 2010 we applauded the Nova Scotia and federal governments’ decision to ex-
tend the moratorium on oil and gas exploration and drilling on Georges bank. Georges 
bank is an important ecosystem sustaining significant fishing grounds worth hundreds of 
millions of dollars to the Canadian economy. CPAWS is calling on the federal govern-
ment and provincial jurisdictions to extend similar moratoria that are in place elsewhere 
in Canada, including along the coast of british Columbia.

dARE TO bE dEEP TOUR CROSSES CANAdA
featuring the long-awaited creation of Canada’s first deep sea National Marine Con-
servation Area in b.C.’s much reverred Gwaii Haanas National Park Reserve waters, 
CPAWS’ conducted a seven-city public event tour across Canada last fall. We spoke to 
hundreds of people who were enchanted by tradtional dancers of the Haida Nation, and 
appreciative of an informative presentation from Sabine Jessen. A special presentation 
on Parliament Hill drew members of parliament from all parties.

Haida dancer with the Dare to be Deep tour 
on Parliament Hill.  

Matt dunn

based in british Columbia,  

Sabine Jessen has been lead-

ing CPAWS’ oceans and  great 

freshwater lakes program for the 

past five years.  With a Masters 

in Geography from the University 

of Waterloo, now completing her Ph.d, Sabine 

is also an adjunct professor  at the School of 

Resource and Environmental Management at 

Simon fraser University.
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Defending  and celebrating 
Canada’s parks

CONTENTIOUS ALbERTA PARKS ACT 
WITHdRAWN
following a public campaign by CPAWS and other local conservation groups that re-
sulted in thousands of letters sent from our supporters to the Alberta Environment 
minister, the provincial government withdrew a bill last spring that would have weak-
ened the Provincial Parks Act. CPAWS made a convincing case that the bill would have 
weakened existing protections for Alberta’s parks and UNESCO World Heritage Sites.

PLANS TO PROTECT NOVA SCOTIA’S  
SAbLE ISLANd ANNOUNCEd 
CPAWS and local conservation partners were pleased that the federal government 
heeded their advice to grant the highest level of  of protection possible for Nova Sco-
tia’s Sable Island. In May 2010, the government announced its intention to create a new 
national park on the island, home to wild horses, immense dunes and abundant wildlife. 

SUCCESSfUL VIdEO CONTEST ENGAGEd  
PARK LOVERS NATION-WIdE 
More than 30,000 people visited CPAWS’ Celebrate Canada’s Parks Video Contest 
during the summer of 2010, and nearly 100 submitted videos expressing their  love of 
one of our national parks. The grand prize winner of this innovative web-based contest, 
supported by Parks Canada, was self-described eco-rapper George Woodhouse of 
Owen Sound, Ontario who won the trip of a lifetime to Nahanni National Park Reserve 
courtesy of Nahanni River Adventures. 

Dunes on Sable Island, Nova Scotia
Sable Island Green Horse Society

Sarah Elmeligi is CPAWS 

Southern Alberta’s Senior 

Conservation Planner. Sarah  

was quoted often in the media 

during the 2011 campaign for 

Alberta’s parks. She holds a 

MNRES from the University of british Columbia, 

where she studied grizzly bear behaviour and 

impacts of tourism.
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Honouring our donors 
We are very thankful to those individuals, organizations and foundations that demonstrated their leadership in our 2010-2011 fiscal 
year through their gifts of $1,000 or more to CPAWS.

INdIVIdUALS
Martha Ainslie
Peter and Jocelyn Allen
Jonathan backer
Roslyn bern
Supriti bharma
John and Janet blachford
Erik blachford and Mayam Mohit
Geoff black
francois bourgault
Sharon brazier
Mike Campbell
dianne Chisholm
Yvon Chouinard
Viorel Chris
Ron Clark
Julie and Christopher davidson
Judith R. davidson
Lisa downing
Susan R. Eaton
barbara Eckardt
James and Rebecca Ehnes
Mohammed faris
The Honourable d. Ross fitzpatrick
Allison Gentry
Mary Granskou
Mr. and Mrs. bill Gray
Timothy Gray
dr. Lawrie Groves
Éric Hébert-daly
Sally Holden
Mr. and Mrs. Gord James
Richard Jones
Anthony and Karen Jordan
david W. Keith and Susan Poole
Oliver Kent
Robin W. Korthals
Andrew J. Kotaska
Lori Labatt
david and Sally Lang
John M. Lewall
doug H. MacCaulay
Rob and Lori Macintosh
Marlene and Alec MacKenzie
Sheila and david McCracken
Catherine McLean
donald S. McMurtry
Kenneth W. Mahon
Shaunna Morgan
R. b. Mowat
Earle O’born
dyan R. Oldenburg

Chloe O’Loughlin
John O’Meara
dr. Hal Pashler
bob Peart and Mary Martin
dennis Perry
Wes Peters and Pamela Wright
dr. Alison Prentice
dr. Saba Qayyum
Greg Rentz
Gay Rogers
Stephen Roth
Adolf Saenger
daryl Sexsmith
doug Shaw
bruce Shaw
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Sims
Graham and Susan Smith
John and Nancy Spencer
Rick and donna Sukovieff
Ian Thom
david G. Thomson
Mary M. Thomson
Richard and Lorna Townell
Lynne Tyler
fred E. Vermeulen
Joseph Vipond
Phyllis Waters
Audrey E. Wilson
bev Wilson
Marilyn Withage and Neil Wismer
Joshua Wolfe
david Wright and Gail E. Wylie
Colin Young
Peter K. zimmerman

fOUNdATIONS
444S foundation
Alberta EcoTrust foundation
Alberta Real Estate foundation
boreal Songbird Initiative
Campion foundation
Canadian Wildlife foundation
Cenovus Employee foundation
Charles E. fipke foundation
ducks Unlimited Canada
Eden Conservation Trust
Edmonton Community foundation
Ivey foundation
Salamander foundation
Strategic Charitable Giving foundation
Suncor Energy foundation
Td friends of the Environment foundation

The Arcangelo Rea family foundation
The body Shop foundation
The bullitt foundation
The Calgary foundation
The EJLb foundation
The fanwood foundation
The Harold Crabtree foundation
The J.W. McConnell family foundation
The Laura L. Tiberti Chartiable foundation
The Lazar foundation
The Leacross foundation
The McLean foundation
The Ontario Trillium  foundation
Tides Canada foundation
Toronto Community foundation
Vancouver foundation
Walter and duncan Gordon Charitable 
foundation
Wilburforce foundation

bUSINESSES
152245 Canada Inc
ConocoPhillips Canada Resources Corp
Geomatics data Management Inc.
Grand & Toy Limited
IbM Canada Ltd.
Investors Group Matching Gift Program
Kirk Polson Annuity & Insurance Agency Inc.
LUSH Handmade Cosmetics Ltd
Nahanni River Adventure 
New Roots Herbal Inc.
Orbis Client Services (Canada) Ltd.
Sage Holdings Limited
Shell Canada Limited
TELUS Community Engagement
Timberwolf Tours Limited
UbS financial Services Inc.

ORGANIzATIONS
Parks Canada 
The Conservation Alliance
United Jewish Welfare fund of Toronto
Yellowstone To Yukon Conservation 
Initiative Society

SPECIAL THANKS TO:
Mountain Equipment Co-op
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Statement of Financial Position

How CPAWS is funded

INCOME: $3,621,107

How your donation is used

ExPENdITURES: $3,469,406

2011 2010

ASSETS
Current

Cash and cash equivalents  1,422,573  1,119,991 

Accounts receivable  92,557  72,014 

Prepaid Supplies, expenses and deposits  20,754  24,627 

 1,535,884  1,216,632 

Capital assets  161,642  170,892 

Subtotal  1,697,526  1,387,524 

LIAbILITIES ANd NET ASSETS
Current

Accounts payable and accrued liabilities  362,646  58,019 

Deferred contributions  571,278  644,753 

Transfers payable to regional chapters  44,856  110,314 

deferred contributions related to capital assets  -- 

Subtotal  978,780  813,086 

NET ASSETS
Invested in capital assets  161,642  170,892 

Reserve fund  281,797  207,926 

Unrestricted net assets  275,306  195,620 

Subtotal  718,746  574,438 

Total  1,697,526  1,387,524 

 

Others 2%
Individual 40%

Administrative & General 10%

Conservation 
Awareness 6%

Conservation 
Programs 68%

Membership &
development 16%

Corporate 3%

foundation 55%



Our vision is that Canada will protect at 
least half of our country’s wilderness.

The Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society (CPAWS) is Can-
ada’s pre-eminent, national community-based voice for public 
wilderness protection. 

Since 1963 CPAWS has taken a lead role in establishing two-
thirds of Canada’s protected wild spaces—an area over seven 
times the size of Nova Scotia.

National Office
506-250 City Centre Ave
Ottawa, ON K1R 6K7
Telephone: (613) 569-7226
www.cpaws.org

Gwaii Haanas National Park 
Graham Osborne


