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National Parks in Canada
What They Are
National parks are the system of repre-
sentative natural areas maintained by 
the government for all Canadians to en-
joy. The national parks system is cur-
rently made up of 39 National Parks/
National Park Reserves and 3 National 
Marine Conservation Areas. A National 
Park Reserve is an area set aside as a 
national park pending settlement of out-
standing aboriginal land claims. Nation-
al Marine Conservation Areas are areas 
managed for sustainable use and con-
taining smaller zones of high protec-
tion. They include the seabed, the water 
above it and any species that occur 
there. The national park system is rep-
resented in every province and territory.

Administered by Parks Canada under the 
jurisdiction of the Minister of Canadian 
Heritage, the national parks system is 
enforced by the Canada National Parks 
Act (2000) and An Act Respecting the 
National Marine Conservation Areas of 
Canada (2000). Under law, the “ecolog-
ical integrity” of the area must be the 
first priority in all decisions affecting 
parks management. Ecological integrity 
is a condition where the structure and 
function of an ecosystem are unim-
paired by human activity and are likely 
to persist. 

Why they are important
National Parks represent significant examples of Can-
ada’s natural and cultural heritage and foster public 
understanding, appreciation and enjoyment of nature 
in ways that ensure the ecological and commemorative 
integrity of Canada for present and future generations.

However, every hour we lose one square kilometre of 
pristine wilderness to industrial activities and urban 
development. The best hope we have for safeguarding 
Canada’s magnificent natural beauty lies with legal pro-
tection through our parks system. 

What They Do
National Parks:

•	Safeguard populations of our country’s diverse flora, 
fauna, and the complex biological communities that 
support them.

•	Protect essential ecological services such as clean 
drinking water for downstream communities.

•	Enable aboriginal communities to realize their 
sustainability goals.

•	Diversify regional economies and provide long-term, 
sustainable economic opportunities for remote 
communities. Parks Canada sites contribute $1.9 
billion in direct spending per year to the Canadian 
economy.


